Diagnostic pulp testing in dentistry: how far have we come?
Techniques of pulp testing to determine vitality or sensibility have been in use for decades. While very little has changed in our methodologies, our understanding of the biology of the health and disease of the dental pulp has been enhanced. However, without thorough data collection using appropriate tests, and an integrated synthesis and analysis of this data, there is little chance of arriving at a diagnosis that will determine the proper course of treatment. While this need was clearly identified by Dr. Truman W Brophy over 130 years ago, we are still faced with these challenges today.